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The majority of elder abuse and financial exploitation is perpetrated by a trusted family 
member, caregiver, or companion, often using a form of substitute decision 
making.  This webinar will explore concepts of elder familial financial exploitation 
through the lens of incapacity-planning documents, including Powers of Attorney and 
Health Care Directives.  The presenter will discuss how "simple" incapacity planning 
tools can be used to both perpetuate abuse and to provide safety and security for 
victims recovering from abuse, all based on the fiduciary selected.  To recognize the 
upcoming National Healthcare Decisions Day, the presenter will explain how to use 
legal incapacity planning tools to prevent financial exploitation. 
 

Webinar Presenter 

Christine B. Courtney, J.D., is the Victim Services Coordinator at the Minnesota Elder Justice 
Center, where she works with primary and secondary victims of elder abuse.  As Victim 
Services Coordinator, she manages various victim services programs, including legal 
representation, economic advocacy, support groups, domestic violence support, and vulnerable 
adult systems navigation.  Prior to her time at MEJC, Chris practiced elder law in the Twin Cities 
metro area.  She obtained her law degree from William Mitchell College of Law, where she was 
an Elder Law Scholar and worked as a research assistant to the Vulnerable Adult Justice 
Project and the Warren E. Burger Library. 
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